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Holbrook Public Schools  

245 South Franklin Street      
Holbrook, MA 02343 
      

 

MINUTES OF THE HOLBROOK SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

HCAM STUDIOS 

May 9, 2013 
      

In Attendance:  School Committee: 

Barbara P. Davis, Chairperson  

John Flanagan 

Lou Pransky 

Beth Tolson 

Bridget Baker, Recording Secretary  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:20 pm by Ms. Davis. 
 

Ms. Davis opened the meeting by commenting that two weeks ago the School Committee was 

prepared to make a decision on the next Superintendent of Holbrook Public Schools but as a 

result of several concerns voiced by district employees, the School Committee decided to set up 

site visits with the two finalists in their districts to address any outstanding concerns. 
 

Ms. Davis stated that the School Committee is now confident and comfortable with the decision 

that they are about to make.  At this point she turned the meeting over to Ms. Tolson to give a 

brief overview of both site visits. 
 

Ms. Tolson commented that on Friday, May 3
rd

, 2013 both herself and Ms. Davis went to 

Tewksbury to conduct a site visit with Dr. Patricia Lally, Assistant Superintendent of Tewksbury 

Public Schools.  In total they met with about 40-50 people.  They started the day with Town 

people then went to all the buildings and met with parents, students, etc.  Dr. Lally’s involvement 

with the high school building project was impressive especially since she was able to end the 

High School building project with 87% of the voters in favor of the building project that 

originally had little support.  Those skill sets are what Holbrook is looking for as they move 

forward with their own building project.  Dr. Lally was key in working with the Town side in 

building the school.  Her school went from level 3 to level 1.  What left the biggest impression 

was that people consistently spoke about her communication skills and her ability to listen and 

make tough decisions being careful to include all stakeholders.  She was very well liked by all. 
 

Ms. Davis commented that she heard over and over that she is a consensus builder. 
 

Ms. Tolson stated that on Monday, May 6
th

, 2013 herself and Ms. Davis went to Wareham to 

conduct a site visit with Ms. Janice Rotella.  Some positive attributes were that Ms. Rotella is 

particularly adept at grant writing and bringing programs into the system as well as using grant 

money wisely.  She is very resourceful in using limited resources and has a very high energy 

level.  Other positives include her experience working on contracts and communications as well 

as the good relationship she has with staff and working in teams.  Ms. Rotella is very hands on 

and likable.   
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Ms. Davis added that she is a consensus builder with a team approach.  She is a change agent. 
 

Ms. Davis commented that going on the site visits the School Committee was able to address 

people’s concerns.  Ms. Davis then asked if there were any questions from the School 

Committee? 
 

Mr. Flanagan recognized that a great deal of effort went into this search and he wanted to thank 

Ms. Davis and Ms. Tolson for going on the site visits.  He learned a great deal from the response 

to the site visits. 
 

Ms. Davis asked if there were any questions from the audience?  There were no questions. 
 

Ms. Davis stated that based on the wealth of information that they received from the site visits 

the School Committee would like to vote to offer the position of Superintendent of Holbrook 

Public Schools to Dr. Patricia Lally.  She has the skill set and the ability to move the district 

forward on all levels. 
 

Vote to offer Dr. Patricia Lally the position of Superintendent of Holbrook Public Schools. 

Mr. Flanagan made a motion to approve Dr. Patricia Lally as Superintendent of Holbrook Public 

Schools. 
 

Voted: 
(Flanagan/Tolson) made a motion to approve Dr. Patricia Lally as Superintendent of Holbrook 

Public Schools. 

4-0-0 
 

Mr. Flanagan stated that he would like to add that this is an exciting moment for the district. 
 

Ms. Tolson added that after the site visits she feels very confident and positive with Dr. Lally’s 

skill sets and that she has proven she will do us well.  The police and fire departments have a 

great relationship that they have not had before.  She feels good – everyone will benefit. 
 

Mr. Pransky stated that he wanted to echo Mr. Flanagan’s comments and to thank Ms. Davis and 

Ms. Tolson for all their efforts in this search. 
 

 

ADJOURN or VOTE TO CONTINUE 
 

Voted: (Flanagan/Pransky) On a roll call vote the Committee made a motion to adjourn special 

School Committee Meeting of May 9, 2013 at 7:33pm. 
 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Flanagan  Yes 

Mr. Pransky  Yes 

Mrs. Tolson  Yes 

Mrs. Davis  Yes 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Bridget Baker 

School Committee Secretary 


